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SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT OF STATE PRESS BRIEFING JANUARY 5 


FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS FROM THE DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING 
JANUARY 5, 1978. 

Q: TOM, I ASKED YOU TWO DAYS AGO ABOUT THE MESSAGE THAT 
WAS RELAYED TO PRESIDENT CARTER FROM SOMALIA'S PRESIDENT, 
MOHAMED SIAD BARRE. DO YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION ON THE 
CONTENT OF THAT COMMUNICATION YET? 


A: NO. 


Q: WHEN WILL YOU BE ABLE TO GET THAT? 

A: I'M NOT SURE YOU'LL EVER BE ABLE TO GET IT. IT’S A CON- 
FIDENTIAL, DIPLOMATIC MESSAGE BETWEEN TWO HEADS OF STATE. 

Q: WHAT ABOUT THE RELATED QUESTIONS AS TO WHETHER THERE IS 
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AN INTENSIFIED U.S. POLICY CONCERNING SOMALIA? 


A: WE ARE TRYING TO GET THAT FOR YOU. CHRISTOPHER 
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